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Addressing the Plastic Pollution Crisis in San Mateo County and Beyond





Source: The Story of Plastic



15% of all fossil fuel 
emissions by 2050



Only 9% of all 
plastics every 
made have 
been 
recycled. In 
the USA, 
recycling 
rates are 
8.7% and 
decreasing.





San Mateo County & Ox Mountain

• SMC generated approximately 57,000 tons of single 
use plastic waste in 2018. 

• 75% of San Mateo County’s single use plastic waste is 
NOT RECYCLEABLE 

• 87% is dumped in Ox Mountain Landfill near Half 
Moon Bay 

• 574 tons end up in the Pacific Ocean and SF Bay 

• Costs about $500 million per year 







SAN MATEO DISPOSABLE 
FOODWARE ORDINANCE

• Who? Food facilities providing prepared food to the 
public.

• What? Bans Disposable Single Use Plastics

• Conversion to compostable (e.g., paper, sugarcane, wood, 
bamboo). Larger items to have little/no harmful fluorinated 
chemicals

• Accessories Only Upon Request: Unbundled as separate 
individual units, or at a self-serve area and/or a dispenser 
(e.g., straws, utensils, stirrers, napkins, condiment packets)

• Online Take-out Food Delivery Services to distribute 
accessories only if customers opt-in

• When? Start October, 2022

• How? Food facility education & enforcement by SMC 
OOS



In addition to the ban 
on single use plastics, 
San Mateo County is 
encouraging REUSE as 
the most sustainable 
alternative. 



The new normal
Almost ALL current California 
foodware policies include or 
encourage reuse for onsite dining

Cities that are currently drafting or 
have introduced reuse policies in the 
Bay Area and beyond –

Oakland, Petaluma, Palo Alto, 
Cupertino, San Francisco, Marin 
County, Burbank, Los Angeles, Santa 
Rosa.



Why Reuse? 
• -Reduces waste and single-use

• -Lower carbon emissions and water use

• -Saves businesses money

• -Improved diner and employee 

satisfaction 

• -Reduces impact of migration of harmful 

chemicals from single use foodware



Market # Participants

East Palo Alto 475

Half Moon Bay 240

Pacifica 230

Reusable Bag Incentive Program



Normalizing 
“Bring Your Own Reusables”



Why are “Compostable plastics” and 
“bioplastics” NOT a real solution?

•Compostable plastics generally produce MORE greenhouse gas 
emissions than single use plastics due to emissions released during 
the agricultural phase. 

•Compostable plastics, lamination and liners can release harmful PFAS 
chemicals. See: www.epa.gov/pfas/basic-information-pfas

•Most food service businesses do not have effective composting 
systems. 

•Once in the environment, bioplastics behave identical to those made 
from fossil fuels. 

http://www.epa.gov/pfas/basic-information-pfas


 Q & A

mwarren.plasticfreefuture@gmail.com 
zerowaste.alejandra@gmail.com


