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Date:     July 10, 2019 

To:     Summer Burlison, Project Planner 

cc:     Supervisor Don Horsley 
    Steve Monowitz, Community Development Director 
    Jeannine Manna, CCC North Central Coast District Manager 

From:    Midcoast Community Council/ Claire Toutant, Chair 

Subject:  Airport Street Bulk Propane Facility, PLN2018-00057 

Thank you for the referral on the revised scope for this after-the-fact Coastal Development 
Permit to legalize site additions and expanded use at the bulk propane facility on Airport 
Street.   

Sept 2018 MCC comments covered (see attached): 
• hazards and social justice implications of this incompatible land use so close to 

medium-high-density residential (Pillar Ridge); 
• long history of odors and leaks, and operator dissembling to all concerned about the 

contents of the smaller tanks;  
• perimeter fence specific comments, to which we would add that the side along 

Airport St appears to be located in the right-of-way and unnecessarily crowds the 
sidewalk.  If the fence could leave space for a shelter at the bus stop, we are told 
Pillar Ridge would pay for the installation. 

Updates since that time include: 
• Feb 2019: more truckloads of tanks delivered and stored onsite;  
• permitting process delayed through lack of progress on the part of the applicant;   
• routine neglect of tall dry annual weeds until the situation is reported. 

The revised project scope, to legalize the expanded use of storing individual customer 
tanks, would result in essentially no change from the unsafe conditions brought forward by 
the residents of Pillar Ridge in Jan 20151 and further documented with presentations and 
testimony at MCC in Jan2 and Oct3 2017.  In the past, residents were always told the smaller 
tanks were empty and posed no hazard.  Resident testimony4 and photos at our Oct 2017 
meeting of the explosive gas leak due to mis-handling of those tanks showed that to be a lie. 
Understandably, the residents don’t trust that the current proposal will be any different.  
Given the incompatible use, the record regarding dangerous operator errors, dissembling to 
authorities, and disregard for the permitting process, MCC is opposed to allowing the 
“grandfathered” use of the bulk storage tank to continue in this location, and even 
more so, to allowing an expansion of the use as a depot for smaller tanks.    

 
1 Jan 15, 2015 email to Supervisor Horsley 
2 Jan 2017 presentation 
3 Oct 11, 2017 presentation 
4 Oct 11, 2017 Minutes  
 

http://www.midcoastcommunitycouncil.org/
https://tangerine-tarpon-6hhm.squarespace.com/s/2015-01-15-email-propane.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/613d069a1c250f668bd42feb/t/613d07114d65b107fd322bf7/1483946775028/2017-01-propane-yard.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/613d069a1c250f668bd42feb/t/613d07134d65b107fd323f7e/1562790200051/2017-10-11-propane-yard-slides-update2019.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/613d069a1c250f668bd42feb/t/613d07114d65b107fd322b9d/1509000237857/2017-10-11-MCC-minutes.pdf
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Date:    September 26, 2018      
To:    Summer Burlison, Project Planner  
cc:     Supervisor Don Horsley 
    Steve Monowitz, Community Development Director 
    Renée Ananda, CCC Coastal Program Analyst 
From:    Midcoast Community Council/ Dave Olson, Chair 
Subject: Airport Street Bulk Propane Facility, PLN2018-00057 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the referral for this CDP application to 
legalize the propane facility site additions including perimeter fence, gravel, 2 storage 
containers and 8-ft diameter water tank.  
 
The “grandfathered” 15,000 gal LPG tank is located 75 feet from the nearest row of 
homes at the designated affordable housing community of Pillar Ridge, where 227 
mostly low-income families with local jobs own their modest, closely-spaced homes on 
rented land.  Residents have endured decades of expanded unpermitted hazardous 
activities at this facility, with frequent and sometimes lengthy periods of what they were 
told was odorant release from empty tanks, until mishandling of an “empty” tank in Sept 
2017 caused an explosive leak with a visible gas cloud driving nearby residents choking 
from their homes.  This was followed within a month by a leak from the large tank of 
unknown duration caused by “operator error”. 
 
In addition to the environmental justice implications of this incompatible hazardous land 
use, external hazards of this site include location in the airport safety zone and the 
tsunami inundation zone.   
 
For the public health, safety and welfare, this facility should be moved to a more 
suitable location, away from vulnerable residents and external hazards. 
 
NFPA Chapter 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, requires a written LPG Fire Safety 
Analysis (FSA) which emphasizes avoiding product release using technology and 
training.  Has Amerigas ever submitted a FSA to facilitate a cooperative dialogue with 
local emergency response agencies and authorities?  Have they complied with NFPA 
58 in regard to LPG storage container safety features (including retrofit requirements) 
and operator training?  The track record at this facility suggests they have not. 
 
The perimeter fence should be no taller than 6 feet and barbed wire should be limited to 
a few strands directly above, such as the adjacent MWSD pump station.  NFPA 58 only 
requires a 6-ft fence, and only around the actual propane facility, or alternatively, lock-
in-place devices to prevent unauthorized operation.  The unpermitted fence is an 
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oppressive view-blocking 8 feet topped with V-shaped brackets with multiple strands of 
barbed wire extending out over the sidewalk fronting the community and over the 
northern neighbor’s yard, where the whole fence is sagging.  Pillar Ridge 6-ft perimeter 
fence pre-existed along two sides of the facility, and the space between the fences is 
difficult to maintain.   
 
Invasive jubata grass infests the propane yard and should be eradicated. 

 

 
 


